Meeting of the Assembly.

Legislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 20th December, 1893.

Meeting of the Legisiatire Assembly—Mes from
His Excellency the Governor—Electoral Rolla Bill:
first rending—Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s
Speech—Adjournment.

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at 8
o'clock p.m., pursuant to Proclamation of
His Excellency the Governor, béaring
date the 13th day of December, 1893,
which Proclamation was read by the
Clerk.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE
GOVERNOR.

A message was delivered at the bar by
the Usher of the Black Rod, requesting
the immediate attendance of the Legisla-
tive Assembly in the Chamber of the
Legislative Council.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker, with mem-
bers of the House, went t¢ atiend His
Excellency, who then delivered the Open-
ing Speech (vide p. 1181 ante).

ELECTORAL ROLLS BILL.
FIRST EEADING.

Taz ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) moved, without notice, for leave
to introduce a Bill intituled “An Aect to
anthorise the immediate preparation of
the new Electoral Rolls, to he compiled
in accordance with the Constitution Act
Amendment Act, 1893.”

Question put and passed.

Bill introduced.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) : I rise to move that the Bill be
now read a first time, In doing so, I
desire to say a few words, on this occasion,
in order to explain the provisions of the
Bill. I thiok that on an occasion of this
sort, perhaps it would be more convenient
to members if the Government explained
the provisions of this measure at its
initial stage, rather than defer that ex-
planation, which is usually given on the
second reading. The Speech which mem-
bers have just listened to from His Ex-
cellency the Gtovernor has acquainted the
House that this session is a special one,
called for the particular purpose of con-
sidering the legislation which is neces-
sary in order that the new electoral
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rolls may be immediately compiled.
By this Bill the Government seek to
make the necessary provision for that
urpose. It will be in the recol-
ection of the House that during the
session which bas lately concluded, we
passed an amendment of the Constitution
Act, and also an amendment of the
Electoral Act that was then in force.
The two Acts I have named, and which
were amended last session, were passed
in 1889, and the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Act of last session considerably
extended the franchise, in performance
of a promise that had been made by the
@Government that they would take an
early opportunity of doing so. It also
extended or increased the representation
of the country in Parliament. That be-
ing so—the franchise being extended and
representation being extended—it was
only natural that the Government shonld
desire to give an early opportunity to
those who had been newly admitted to
the franchise, and also to the electors in
the newly created electorates, to exercise
the privileges conferred upon them under
the amended Act. But in order to do
this under the Constitution Act Amend.
ment Act of last session, it was found it
would be obligatory on the part of the
Governor to dissolve the Legislative
Assembly at once, inasmuch as the second
part of the Act in question only comes
into force upon the dissolution of the
Agsembly. In other words, the benefits
which that Act was intended to confer by
extending the franchise and increasing
the representation could not be availed of
until the present Legislative Assembly
was disgolved. The old franchise would
remain in force, and the old electoral dis-
tricts would remain as they were consti-
tuted under the Act of 1889. As it
might lead to inconvenience if Parliament
were dissolved at the present time, leav-
ing the country for several months with-
out a Legislature, it was considered in-
advisable to dissolve the Assembly; but
the Government, being anxious that the
country should have the benefit of the
extended franchise and extended repre-
sentation as soon as possible, have
brought in this Bill to enable the new
Electoral Rolls to be prepared at once,
without the necessity of dissolving Par-
liament, and before Part IT. of the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Act comes into
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force. At present it would be impossible
—while that part of the Constitution Act
is not in force—for the Blectoral Regis-
trars to prepare the rolls of the newly-
created districts, and of the districts
whose boundaries have been altered ; and
it would alse be impossible for the Regis-
trars to place the newly enfranchised
voters on the roll. ‘To enable them to do
that, the Assembly must be dissolved, so
as to bring into operation Part IL of the
Act, or an enabling Bill must be passed
giving them the necessary power to do
now that which the Constitution Act of
last session empowers them to do only
upon the dissolution of the present Legis-
lative Assembly. It may be asked, what
was done in 1889, when the qualifications
of voters were extended, and new elector-
ates were created, and how were the rolls
prepared then 7 Well, I find that special
provision was made in that case. Not-
withstanding the fact that the Act which
created the new districts, and which
created the new gualification, at that time
had not come into force, still special pro-
vision was made empowering the Elect-
oral Registrars to compile the rew rolls
as if the Act were in force. But that
%rovision was not made in the amending

lectoral Act of last session, and the
result of its mot having been made is that,
without special legislation, or without a
dissolution of the Assembly, the new rolls
under the new Electoral Act and the
amended Constitution Act cannot be
made up. Consequently the general elec-
tion under the extended franchise and the
extended representation would have to be
deferred until the Aszembly could be
conveniently dissolved. I have, there-
fore, on behalf of the Government, to
submit this Bill, which has for its
object to enable the Electoral Regis-
trars to prepare the new rolls as if
the Act creating the new franchise and
creating the new electoral districts were
in force. We do not bring the new Act
into force—to do that we would have to
dissolve this House; nor do we seek to
alter the provision that it shall not come
into force until the House is dissolved.
‘What we propose to do is to create these
new districts at once, and to create the
new qualifications at once, so as to allow
the registrars to proceed with the new
rolls. The desireof the Government—as it
would be the desive of every Grovernment
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similarly situated—is to hasten the gene-
ral elections as soon as possible, and not
to defer it until the present Parliament is
dissolved. If the Gtovernment desired to
postpone the elections they could easily
plead that under the Act of last session
the new Constitution (so to speak) cannot
come into force until they chose to dis-
solve Parliament; and in the meantime
no new rolls could be prepared. But our
desire is to hasten the elections, and, not
only to hasten them, but alse to have
them conducted under the extended fran-
chize and under the increased representa-
tion provided in the amended Constitution
Act. Therefore, the second clause of this
Bill provides that for the purposes of the
preparation and compilation of the new
rolls those clauses of the Constitution Act
dealing with this matter shall be read and
construed as if that part of the Act which
provides for a dissolution of this House
were already inforce. If members will look
at the Bill,——

Mg. SimpsoN: We haven’t got it.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): Itis a very short Bill, and I
will endeavour to explain it as far as I
can.

Me. Sivpson : May I ask, as a point
of procedure, whether the Attorney Gene-
ral is in order in speaking at length upon
a Bill that is not even before the House,
and of which members have not had yet a
copy ?

TueSPEAKER: I think the hon. mem-
ber is quite in order in explaining the

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : The hon. member for Gerald.
ton may remember—comparing small
things with great—that Mr. Gladstone,
in moving the Home Rule Bill, made his
whole explanation of the Bill on its first
reading. I am only following this course
in the present instance in order to facili-
tate the business of the House. The first
clause of the Bill is merely the short title.
The second clause, as I have already said,
provides that “for the purposes of the
“ preparation and compilation of new elec-
“ toral rolls, the provisions of * The Elec-
“toral Act, 1893, and of section 24 of
“<The Constitution Act Amendment Act,
« 1893, shall be read and construed as
“though Part II. of the last-named Act
“were 1 force, and had been in force on
‘“and since the 1lst day of November,
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“1893.” The 1st November is the date
anterior to which nothing whatever was
done towards the preparation of the rolls.
Instructions were only issued to the
registrars, and the registrars were only
appointed sinee that date; therefore, we
propose that the Act shall be construed
as if it had come into force on that date.
Since that date, certain appointments have
been made of electoral registrars, and
certain claims have been sent in already,
and we propose to validate those claims,
so far as they are in accordanee with the
provisions of the Act, but not otherwise.
It will be seen that if a man claimed a
vote for, say, the Yilgarn district—which
is one of the newly-created districts—such
a claim could not be entertained, because
at the present moment there is no such
electoral distriet in existence as Yilgarn,
for the simple reason that that portion of
the Constitution Act which is to create
these new districts does not come into
force until the Legislative Assembly is
dissolved. Therefore, a claim to be re-
gistered for Yilgarn refers to a district
that does not exist under the law at pre-
sent, In order, themn, to malke that claim
2 valid one, and to make the appointment
of the Yilgarn electoral registrar a valid
appointment, we say in the 3rd clanse of
this Bill that “every appointment made,
“every claim to be registered as a voter,
“and every act and thing heretofore done
““in accordance with the provisions of the
‘“Electoral Act, 1893, shall be of the same
“force and effect as if Part II. of the
“ Constitution Act Amendment, Act, 1893,
“had been in force at the time of the
“making of any such appointment or
“claim, or the doing of any such act or
“thing as aforesaid.” That section,
therefore, will validate all appointments
of registrars, and validate every claim
made to be registered as a voter in
respect of any new district, or of any
other district, under the extended fran-
chise. Clause 2 makes reference to the
24th section of the Constitution Aect of
last session. That section provides that
wherever in the principal Act—that is,
the Act of 1889—reference is made to
Sections 39 and 53 of that Act, such
reference shall be read and construed to
be a reference to Section 21 (after the
coming into operation of Part I1.) and to
Section 12 of the Amendment Act of last
session—respectively. A little technical
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difficulty arose there, because Section 21
does not come into force until the disso-
lution of the Assembly. Therefore that
section is to be read as if it had been in
force all along. The object is in order to
give effect to Clause 40 of the Constitu.
tion Act of 1889, which provides that
joint owners may claim a vote in respect
of their joint ownership. In the Elec-
toral Act this difficulty has arisen also:
the electoral registrars have to transcribe
from the present rolls the names of those
on those rolls, and place them on the
new rolls they are now making up.
It may be asked, what is the roll
for the Yilgarn Distriet (for instance) ?
There is none. What is the roll for the
Newcastle District, as distinet from the
Yilgarn District, with which it is now in-
corporated ? There is none. Nor can
there be until Part IT. of the Constitution
Act of last year comes into force; and
that cannot come into force until the dis-
solution of this Assembly. Therefore we
have to make provision in this Bill to
meet the difficulty. Sections 2, 3, and 4
of the Bill, I think, meet all the diffi-
culties that have arisen in putting into
foree at the present moment the Electoral
Act of last year, in consequence of Part
IT. of the Constitution Act not coming
into force until this House is dissolved.
‘We are also taking advantage of the pre-
sent occasion to amend the Telegraph
Messages Act, 1874, so far as it affects
the transmission of messages relating to
electoral matters. It was found at the
last general election that considerable in-
convenience was caused by reason of such
messages having to be sent under the
supervision of a justice of the peace or a
notary public. If a registrar had to send
a message relating to the election, or a
candidate had to send a message relating
to his nomination or advising the pay-
ment of his deposit, it could only be done
in the presence of a justice of the peace.
Not only had there to be a justice of the
peace at the end where the message was
transmitted, but also another justice of
the peace at the end where the message
was received. No writ could be tele-
graphed, nor a return to a writ, without
its being done under the supervision of a
justice or a notary public. If the Speaker
had to telegraph a writ to Wyndham, or
Roebourne, or any other distant part of
the colony it could only be done in the
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way I have described ; and we propose to
dispense with all that needless ceremony.
It is useless as any precaution for the
proper transmission of a writ to insist
that the Speaker shall be accompanied by
a justice of the peace, and that the re-
ceipt of the message can only be valid if
received in the presence of another justice
of the peace. There are parts of the
colony—the district which I represent, for
instance—where there may be a difficulty
in obtaining the services of a justice to
supervise the receipt or the despatch of
these messages, as there is only one J.P.
residing in the vicinity of the telegraph
office, and he may be away.

Mz. R. F. Smorr: Why don’t you
appoint more of them ?

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) : The Act in this respect has
been found to work awlkwardly, more
especially in the North, the Returning
Officer sometimes being the only justice
of the peace in the district. We now
propose to amend the Act by omitting
the words “in the presence and under the
inspection of some justice of the peace or
notary public,” but only so far as relates
to the transmission of any document
authorised to be telegraphed by the
Electoral Act, 1889. We do not pro-
pose to touch the Telegraphic Messages
Act in any other respect, except so far as its
provisions apply to the transmission of
documents relating to electioneering wmat-
ters. This difficulty is dealt with 1n See-
tion 5 of the Bill, which repeals the words
I have referred to. There are two more
sections in the Bill. One of them, Section 6,
refers to joint owners or oceupiers claiming
a vote. The Electoral Act of last year says
nothing about joint owners or joint occu-
piers ; but in the Act of 1889 provision will
be found dealing with the subject of joint
ownership. Unfortunately, that part of
the Act of 1889 was repealed by the Act
of last session, and the section relating
to joint ownership was not re-enacted;
consequently, unless the omission is
remedied, an Electoral Registrar would
be at a loss to know whether a man
should be allowed to vote in respect of a
joint ownership or not; or, if he were
allowed to vote, the Registrar would be
at & loss to koow how to deal with it,
Section 40 of the Constitution Act of
1889 allows the claims of joint owners,
and provision is made for dealing with
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such claims. But, as I have said, that
provision has been repealed, and the
Registrars would be at fault now to know
how to deal with such claims. Conse-
quently, we propose to enact a claase in
this Bill which will take the place of the
clause that existed in the Act of 1839,
but which was repealed last year. There-
fore we say, in Clause 6, that a person
claiming——

POINT OF ORDER.

Mz. DEHAMEL: I must reully rise to
a point of order. Tt seems to me we are
having a long discussion on this Bill on
its first reading. Rule 30 of our Standing
Orders provides that “before the Gov-
ernor's Speech is reported to the House
by the Speaker, some Bill shall be read a
first time pro formd.” But this isnota
pro formd reading of the Bill, but the
opening of the whole thing for discussion,
which I submit is out of order.

Tae SPEAKER: It seems to me it
depends upon what interpretation is put
on the words pro formd; but I may say
that it is not an unusual thing in the
House of Commons for the Minister in-
troducing a Bill to make a speech ex-
planatory of the provisions of the Bill, on
the first reading.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL: Perhaps their
standing orders on the subject are not the
same as ours. Our Standing Order dis-
tinctly says that the Bill is to be read a
first time pro formd ; therefore I do not
think it is competent for anyone intro-
ducing a Bill at this stage to explain the
details of the Bill, clause by clause, before
the Governor’s Speech is read or dis-
cussed.

Me. LOTON : It geems to me that if
the hon. member objects to the course
adopted in this instance he has waited
rather long before stating his objection,
as I understand the Attorney General has
now got to the last clause of the Bill.
I think, having allowed him to go on
so long, we may as well let him finish,
and not have the whole thing over
again,

Me. R. F. SHOLL: The question is
whether it is regular or irregular, and I
should like the Speaker’s ruling, so that
we may know whether the course now
adopted is to be uccepted as a precedent,
hereafter. Personally, I have no wish to
obstruct the business of the Houose; but
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I submit that the hon. member has no
right at this stage to discuss the details
of the Bill.

Mr. CANNING: I submit that the
reasonable interpretation to be put upon
the words “pre formd” in this case is
that the Bill may be read a first time in
such a way as the mover may think fit,
but that there shall be no debate upon
it.

Mgr. SIMPSON: I may point out
that, according to the Standing Orders
dealing with the first readings of Bills, it
is provided by Rule 264 that on every
order for the first reading of a Bill the
title only shall be read.

Trne SPEAKER: No doubt it is suifi-
cient to read the title only when moving
the first reading, but the point raised by
the hon. member for the Gascoyne has
reference to the rules relating to the
opening of Parliament, one of which says
that *before the Governor’s Bpeech is
reported to the House by the Speaker,
some Bill shall be read the first time pro
Jormd.” The hon. member having drawn
my attention to that Standing Order, I
am bound to say that I think he is right
in saying that the words referred to do
preclude any discussion of the Bill at
this stage. At the same time, I think
the course adopted has been adopted on
this occasion simply for the convenience
of members, in order to facilitate the
business of the session. Therefore, al-
though I must rule in accordance with
owr Standing Orders, that a discussion of
the provisions of the Bill at this stage
would be contrary to the rule, still it
will be for the House to say whether
they wish the Attorney General to con-
¢lude his speech on the first reading or
not.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: Would it be com-
petent to suspend the Standing Orders ?

Tag SPEAKER: Not without notice.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): It
seems to me it is sinply a matter of con-
venience. Some members may have g
good deal of time on their hands, while
others may be desirous of getting over the
exceptional business of the session as
sgon as possible. Some members may
desire to offer every obstruction in the
way of the business of the session being
got through; others may be anzious to

[20 Dkc., 1893.]

Blectoral Rollg Bill. 1189
facilitate the business. Of course, if
there are members present who wish to
inconvenience their friends, they are at
liberty to do so.

Mgr. LOTON: I understood, myself,
that when the Attorney General rose to
make his remarks on the first reading of
this Bill he asked permission to do so, in
order to facilitate the business of the
gession; but I understood there was to
be no discussion of the Bill at this stage,
and that the discussion should be on the
second reading. T think, under the cir.
cumstances, the Attorney General, in
whose charge the Bill is, might be allowed
to conclude his explanation of the Bill at
this stage, instead of on the second read-
ing; and it seems to me he is not very
much out of order in doing so, so long as
no discussion is allowed.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : It will give me pleasure not to
gay anything more about the Bill. AsI
said, I merely wished to facilitate the
business by explaining the Bill now, in-
stead of on the second reading, as I
thought it would be more convenient to
members. There is only one more sec-
tion of the Bill to explain. I was deal-
ing with the section relating to joint
ownership, and I was explaining that——

Mez. R. F. SHOLL: I must again ask
the Speaker to rule whether the hon.
gentleman is in order or not.

Tae SPEAKER: I have already ruled
that it is not in order to discuse the Bill
upon the motion for its first reading, at
this stage, unless the House gives its con-
sent for that purpose. But, so far as my
ruling is concerned —objection having
been made to the course adopted—the
hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill can-
not, at this stage, proceed to discuss the
provisions of the Bill any further.

Mz. PIESSE : Would T be in order in
moving that the Attorney (reneral be
heard ?

Tae SPEAKER: That would beagainst
the Standing Order. I think the Attorney
General had better move the first reading
at once.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : I move that the Bill be now
read a first time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time, and ordered to he
printed.
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH.

M=e. SPEAKER reported that the
House had attended His Excellency the
Governor in the Chamber of the Legisla-
tive Council, when Hiz Ezcellency was
pleased to make a Speech to both Houses
of Parliament, of which Mr. Speaker said

he had, for greater accuracy, obtained a .

copy, which he read to the House (vide
p. 1181 ante).

THE ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Me. RICHARDSON: In rising to
move the Address-in-Reply to the Gov-
ernor's Speech, which has just been read
to us, I do not know that anything very
much is expected to be said. This being
a special session, for a special purpose,
perhaps any remarks of a general charac-
ter would be out of place.  There is but
very little in the Speech itself to take
hold of, except, perhaps, the statement
contained in paragraph 4—that “ the
prospects of the colony are in every way
satisfactory.” I can only hope, and no
doubt every member in this House hopes,
that may be true, though possibly some
members—or perhaps several members—
may be inclined to question it. Possibly
those who are of a pessimistic twrn of
mind may not only question it, but flatly
contradict it, and deny point blank that
the prospects of the colony are in * every
way ' satisfactory. But I think, without
going into the matter too deeply, and
without admitting that things are in
“every way' satisfactory, it may be
admitted that our prospects, generally
speaking, are encouraging. There are
exceptions to every rule; there are spots
even on the sun. A great deal has been
said and written of late about this ques-
tion of the prospects of the colony, and
divers opinions lLave been put forward.
We have some individuals who speak as
if the colony “were going to ruin pretty
straight; while, on the other side, we
have others who say that we were never
so flourishing at any period of our bis-
tory. Possibly the truth may be found
midway between these two extreme state-
ments—that we are deoing as well as
can be ezpected under the circum-
stances. Certainly we are not going
to ruin, and possibly we are not
flourishing from every point of view,
There is this to be said: we find that
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' although our public revenue has in-
, creased, and that our imports and ex-

porta have increased, still there are some
, features in the fnancial prospects that

do not look quite so well at the first
| glance, and which require some explana-

tion. I notice that the Customs revenue
has slightly decreased, though the general
revenue has increased under most heads,
and particularly under the head of rail-
ways and land—two very important
. items. I think that so long as we can
congratulate ourselves that the revenue
from our land, from our railways, and
from postages and telegrams—from those
pulses of our trade—show a healthy in-
crease, we need not be apprehensive of
any serious trouble. On the other hand,
there is no doubt a considerable increase—
perhaps even an alarming increase from
one point of view—in our public expendi-
ture, which has leapt up during the past
year very considerably. It has leapt up
from £487,000 to £629,000, which is a
pretty good jump in one year. I believe
the reply—and perhaps there is a good
deal in jit—is that the Government having
the money in the chest spent it, and
spent it, as they believed, wisely, in neces-
sary public works, calculated to advance
the prosperity of the colony. Possibly
the only debateable point is whether the
money has been spent in the best inter-
ests of the colony, and in the wisest pos-
sible manner. If they had not expended
it at all, but allowed it to remain in the
chest, there would have been a loud out-
cry, possibly from the very same quarters
that now blame the Government for
spending it; so that, in whatever way
they acted, they would be open to eriti-
cism. I maintain it is a good thing to
spend money when we have it in the
public chest, so long as it is judiciously
expended; because we must remember
that we are now borrowing wmoney, and
for what reason? Because we have not
sufficient on current account to meet all
the requirements of this vast territory, in
the way of public works, roads, bridges,
surveys, and the thousand and one things
we require for developing the resources of
the country. Therefore we find ourselves
resorting to borrowed capital, to enable us
to undertake these works ; and I maintain
it would be o contradictory sort of policy,
while we are borrowing money in this way,

to hoard up our own money in the public
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chest. It would be almost childish to !
borrow with one hand, and hoard up with ,
the other. The mere fact alone of our
having spent more money in a given time
than we actually received from publie
revenue within that time is nothing to be
alarmed a$, so long as we have not in-
curred a deficit. That is the point. I
find that a large portion of this expendi-
ture from current revenue and from the
accumulated surplus, has heen spent upon
useful public works—roads, bridges, rail-
ways, tramways, and public buildings;
and I maintain that if we had not ex-
pended this money upon these necessary
works it would only mean that we should
have had to take so much out of Loan
money for the same purpose. Possibly
that is the shortest and Dbest explanation
that can be given of what looks at first
sight an alarming increase in the public
expenditure of the colony, to the amount
of some £150,000 in one year. I willsay
no more on this point, but merely add
that, on looking around us, I think we
have a great deal to be thankful for and
to congratulate ourselves upon. The
season we have been blessed with this
year, compared with previous years, is
something to be very much pleased with
indeed, when we think of the terrible
drought of recent years, which caused
such disaster all through the colony, and
especially in the Northern parts of the
colony, which T am bappy to say are show-
ing signs of recovery. Our pastoral
prospects at the present moment are most
encouraging, our flocks and herds are in-
creasing, and this important industry may
be raid to a certain extent to be flourish-
ing. Then, again, there is the marvellous
output of gold, and the probability of a
gtill further increase—a reasonable pros-
pect of & very large increase; and many
other indications of prosperity that are
visible all around us, if we only look for
them. We cannot expect to have all these
favourable indications without also having
some drawbacks; still I think that, on
the whole, there is good sound reason for
congratulating ourselves upon the pros-
pects and prosperity of the colony.
At the same time, I think it behoves the
Government to be careful. Tam entirely
in accord with those politicians who warn
the Government to be careful and cau-
tious, and not to be led away with the
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prosperity. I would like to keep them
up to the mark in this respect, and to in-
culcate upon them the neceswity of pru-
dence and caution. I think that honest
criticism can only do them good. What-
ever amount of criticism 18 directed to
that end, so long as it is honest and fair,
it cannot be reasonably objected to. It
may be as vigorous as possible. T donot
object to vigorous criticism—perhaps I
am inclined to be somewhat too vigorous
at times myself, but I think that good,
healthy opposition, and vigorous criticism
of the financial policy of the Government,
so long as it is fair and above-board—
[Tue PrEmigr: Hear, hear]—cannot be
reasonably resented by any honest Gov.
ernment. That is all I would say in
counselling the Government to be careful
of the finances—to se¢ that every pound
expended is expended wpon something
that is, either directly or indirectly, re-
productive, and not upon useless and un-
reproductive works, upon mere bricks
and mortar, upon needless decoration and
ornamentation, marble pillars, and extra-
vagances of that character. So long as the
money is available, and so long as it is
wisely expended upon reproductive public
works and in opening up the country
districts, I do not think we need fear the
result. I beg to move that the following
Address-in-Reply to His Excellency the
Governor’s Speech to both Houses of
Parlisanent be agreed to by this House :—

“To His Excellency Sir Williom Cleaver
“ Francie Robinson, Knight Grand Cross
‘ of the Most Distinguished Order of St
“ Michael and St. George, Governor and
“ Commander-in-Chief in and over the
“ Colony of Western Ausiralie and ils
** Dependencies, &c., &c., £e.
“May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—
“We, Her Majesty's loyal and dutiful
* subjects, the members of the Legislative
“ Asgembly of Western Australin, in Par-
“ liament assembled, beg to assure Your
*“ Excellency of our loyalty and affection
“to our Most Gracious Sovereign.
“We thank Your Excellency for the
“ 8peech you have been good enough to
“address to us, and shall give it our most
“ careful consideration and attention.”
Mz. PTIESSE: In rising to second the
Address-in.Reply to His Excellency's
Speech, while regretting the necessity
that has oceurred for summoning Parlia-
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ment at this time of the year, I think,
after hearing the remarks of the Attorney
Greneral in explanation of the Bill which
has necessitated our being called together,
it must be admitted that in acting as
they have done the Government have
been actuated only by a desire to give
the newly enfranchised and all parties an
opportunity of taking a part in the ap-
proaching elections, and of preventing the
colony being deprived of a Parliament
during the loug interregnum that must
otherwise occur. With regard to the
Speech itself, it does not call for much
cominent ; at the same time I would like
to pass some few remarks with regard to
the subject mentioned in paragraph 4 of
the Speech, with reference to our gold-
fields, There is no denying the fact that
we have before us evidence that there are
within the boundaries of thie colony
goldfields of an almost unbounded ex-
tent. We have evidence before us daily
that these fields as yet are in their in-
fancy, and that it is to her goldfields that
Western Australia must largely look for
a great future. It cannot be denied that
these gold discoveries have been the turn-
ing point in the history of this colony.
Had it not been for these discoveries, we
should no doubt have gone on in the even
tenour of our way, as in the past; and it
would have been years hefore we could
have hoped to aitain the prominent posi.
tion we now occupy in the eyes of the
world, and the still more prominent posi.
tion that we are likely to occupy in the
near future. At the same time, we must
not lose sight of the fact that we have
also other resources that may be coupled
with our goldfields, and that it would Dbe
suicidal policy on our part to neglect
those resources. Tunless we become pro-
ducers, unless we are able to feed these
multitudes that are coming into the
colony to develop our goldfields, whait
will be the use of these rich discoveries
to us? If we are to go om, ag in the
past, importing our food supplies, what
benefit will our goldfields, and the popu.
lation which they are attracting, and are
likely to attract, confer vpon us? The
result will be that the wealth that is
wrested from our soil will be sent away
to eurich other countries, instead of
going into the pockets of our own hard-
worked toilers who have taken up land
in the colony. TUnless we do something
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to help these people, and unless agri-
cultural development goes on hand in
hand with the development of our gold-
fields, we shall not reap the advan-
tages we ought to reap from our vast
auriferous wealth. The richness of the
fields is undoubted. I have bad ample
evidence of that from those who have
vigited the fields, persons who are directly
interested with myself in commercial
ventures, and who are of opinion, from
what they themselves saw, that these
fields are only in their infancy, and that
they will yet astonish the world. All
that is required is the necessary capital
for their development. There can be no
doubt that wealth is there for those who
wish to seek it. At the same time we
must not lose sight of the fact that we
must do something else besides develop-
ing our goldfields, if the colony is going
to derive any substantial benefit from
these discoveries. As.I have already said,
unless our own farmers are in a position
to supply the population attracted to
these fields with the necessaries of life in
the way of food for themselves and fodder
for their stock, the people of this colony
will not reap that advantage from these
goldfields which we have a reason to ex-
pect. We are told that public works in
the shape of railways have been pushed
abead to such an extent that most of the
outlying parts of the coleny are now
brought, or about to be brought, into
direct communication with the centres of
population, and that these raitways afford
our producers a means of bringing the
products of the soil to market. But, if
those who have watched the course of
these railways will just consider a few
moments, and take a note of the lines
already constructed and extended, they
will find that agricultural development
has not kept pace with railway extension.
‘We have not far to look for the reason.
The reason is that unless you help the
farmers more than you are helping them
at present, by further protecting them
from outside competition, the same thing
will go on for ever. Foreign competition
will drive our farmers to the wall. Al-
though some additional protection was
provided for the agricultural interests by
the tariff passed last session, still the fact
remains that it has not had the desired
effect, so far as the farmer ‘is concerned.
Mz. Siaresoxn : No, the miller got it.
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Mx. FIESSE: We still continue to
import flour and other produce, and shall
contivue to do so unless some further
sleps are taken for shutting out these
foreign importatious and protecting our
own farmers. The markets of the world
may now be said to be in a state of bank-
ruptey, and what is the result so far as
this colony is concerned ? -The colony is
simply a dumping ground for the pro-
ducts of other countries, to the detriment
of our own producers, the men who ought
to reap the benefits and advantages of our
goldfields, instead of the money going
away to enrich the people of other coun-
tries. The only remedy for this state of
things is to protect our own producers.
You would soon bring that about if you
did what I suggested you should do,
afford still further protection fto the
farmers of the colony. A duty of £5a
ton on flour—it is no use arguing about
it—would bring about the desired result
in a very short time. It may be said that
this would leave the consumer at the
mercy of the local producer. I think it
would soon be found that local competi-
tion would very soon level prices. That
has been the case elsewhere. Take Vie-
toria, South Australia, New South Wales,
and Tasmania, with their protective tariffs,
and what do we find? We find the price
of produce in those colonies lower than
ever, simply because competition within
their own borders has brought about
what we want to bring about here. Until
you assist the farmers of this colony to
develop the land, and encourage people to
settle upen it, it is no use going on with
public works in the shape of railways, or
trying to push forward the colony. Rail-
ways alone cannot do it. You must en-
courage the cultivation of the soil by
settling people upon the land, and pro-
tecting their industries. Of course I do
not forget that we had before us last
session a Homesteads Bill having this ob-
ject in view—tbe settlement of the land;
but that Bill has not yet beem put into
operation, though I hope it will soon;
and the result, no doubt, will be that we
ghall see more settlement going on. Bui
what encouragement is there for our
farmers to go in for cultivation of wheat
when Soutl: Australia and other colonies
can Jand their produce in this colony at a
cheaper rate than we can produce it, al-
though we have thousands of acres capable
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of producing larger crops than they have
in Victoria. Those colonies being longer
establiched, and possessing greater facili-
ties and greater wealth than we have, are
in & position to undersell our own farmers
on their own ground, and they simply
make Western Australia a dumping
ground for the whole of their surplus
supplies. Talk about building railways,
what inducement is it.to the settler or
the farmer to offer him a railway, when
you Hood the market with foreign imi-
portations? Tt ie simply offering him a
moral sham. A man living 150 miles
away is sinply tabooed at once. That
man cannot poseibly compete with the
man living only 40 miles away. The
railway rates should be differential rates,
80 as to give those residing long distances
away some chance of competing with
those who are more favourably situated.
‘We all know that most of the land in
proximity to our towns has been taken up
long ago, and what inducement is there
to people to go farther into the country,
and settle down in the hope of being able
to make a living out of the soil ? All the
land in the Avon Valley within reach of
the railway has been taken up—

Me. Ricaarpsoxn : Is it all cultivated ¥

Mzr. PIESSE: A great deal of it is,
and a great denl more would be, if our
farmers were protected as they ought to
be. I say it i no use talking about
building railways, unless you also en-
courage people to settle on the soil, and
to cultivate 1t, and place them all on the
same footing by adopting differentinl
rates, to enable those at a distance to
compete with those who are nearer to
market. TUnless you do this, it means
simply ruin to those who put their money
in the soil.

A~y Hox. MemsER: What do they do
it for then ¥

Mz. PLIESSE : Another thing: we talk
a great deal about the conservation of
water for our goldfields; but what about
congerving water in the arid country
where our agriculturists are struggling to
eke out a living, wrestling with the
heavily timbered land, and clearing it for
cultivation ¥ Are these pecple not en.
titled to some consideration as well as
the miners on our goldfields? TUnless
yov do sornething to ameliorate the con.
dition of the man who is struggling
to settle himself on the seil, and 1o
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make his life a happy one, by providing
him with the necessary means to enable
him to settle down in some comfort, and
with some prospect of success, how can you
expect him to develop the land? There
is no doubt that the colony is making
progress ; and, being largely interested as
I am in the colony, it is a pleasure to me
to watch the advancement which it is
making ; at the same time we must not
lose sight of the fact that we ought to do
something to endeavour to make the pros-
perity general. It is no use continuning
to do what we are doing now—simply
helping one side to pauperise the colony,
as we certainly shall do if we drive those
who are on the soil off it. It is our duty
to do something to try to keep the wealth
that is raised from our soil within ocur
own borders, and let our own settlers de-
rive some benefit from it. If we want
peopletosettle down in the colony we must
give them every possible encounragement
to do so. We koow we have not the
attraction that the other colonies pussess,
in the way of amusements and diversions
of that kind, to make the place attractive,
though I trust we are within measurable
distance of the time when we shall be
able to offer these attractions and induce-
ments to people to make the colony their
home. In the meantime everything we
can do shonld be done to encourage people
to settle on the land, and to cultivate it.
The agricultural interests of the colony
are, I am sure. second only in importance
to ils gold-mining interests. The hon.
member for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson) is
always twitting me with looking very
closely after the interests of the agrieul-
tural industry. I think T might retort by
saying that the hon. member himself
looks equally closely after the interests of
the gold-mining industry, being largely
interested in that industry. More power
to him, I say. I am sure the hon. mem-
bers earns what he wrestles from the soil,
and earns it very hard, and deserves
everything he can get in return. At the
same time, I think our object ghould be
to keep as much as we can of this golden
harvest in the colony, by giving every
possible encouragement and protection to
our local producers. I would go in for
out-and-out protection myself, Onece I
was a free trader, but I have become a
protectionist of late. I have turned round
and changed my opinion, like my friend
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the hon. member for Albany does. With
regard to His Excellency’s Speech, there
is not very much in it to remark upon, but
I thought T might avail myself of the
opportunity of ventilating my feelings
with reference to my pet subject—agri-
culture. I trust members will pardon
this digression on my part. With these
remarks, I beg to second the Address-in-
Reply.

Me. DEHAMEL: The Government
asked the hon. member for the Willinms
to bless, but it seems to me he has risen
rather to curse than to bless. The hon.
member has told us one or two peculiar
things. He has told us that protection is
the best thing for the farmer, whereas
the merest tyro in political economy
knows that free trade, all the world over,
is the best thing for the farmer, and that
protection is good only for the artisan
or to the mill-owner. Do we find the
hon. member telling us these things from
the point of view of the farmer? No.
From the point of view of the mill-owner ?
Yes. I hope the day is far distant when
the daily food of the people, out of which
the hon. member makes a portion of his
Living, shall be tazed to such an extent
as the hon. member, as a mill-owner,
would like to see it taxed. We have also
been told, and truly, that looking afier
our land is the great thing for us—the
cultivation of the land. No doubt that
is 50, and that our goldfields are merely
an incident. Unless we encourage our
farmers—not by protection but by free
trade—our goldfields will not have that
beneficial effect which they otherwise
would have upon the colony. The Speech
tells us—and for this the Government
are responsible—that the prospects of the
colony are in every way satisfactory, It
seems to me that the Government of this
colony must go about like the ostrich
with its bead in the sand, when they put
such a statement as that in the mouth of
the Gtovernor. Speaking for myself, I
know that if you go from one end of the
colony to the other you will find that
ninety-nine out of every hundred you
meet will tell you that the position and
prospects of the colony were never worse,
that money was never tighter, that the
difficulty of providing food and other
necessaries was never greater than it is at
the present moment. Go into any of our
small towns, and see the houses and
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shops standing idle. Ask the small |
traders and storekeepers in Perth, and
what will they tell you? Go to our
large merchants and ask them about it,
and they will all tell you that during the
whole twenty years they have carried on
business in this colony they have never l
known business to be in such an awful,
such a rotten, such a terrible state as it is
in now.

Tee Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
‘Where is all this ?

Mr. DEHAMEL : The Government are
never tired of trying to persuade people
that the policy of the present Ministry
has made the colony prosperous. But I
say that their policy has failed altogether
in making the colony prosperous, and that
the colony was never really less pros-
perous than it is at the present time.
With reference to that bungle which has
necessitated Parliament to be called to-
gether on this occasion, it is my intention
to say but very few words. I hope, how-
ever, that what has occurred will act as a
warning to the Government to treat the
suggestions which come from the Oppo-
sition benches a lhittle more courteously
in the future than they have done in the
past. It is no part of the duty of the
Opposition to help the Government out of
any holes into which they may get. Itis
the duty of the Opposition simply and
solely to critivise the actions and mea-
sures of the Government, and to modify
them if necessary, and so bring them into
accord with what they believe to be the
wishes of the people, and the true in-
terests of the colony. But the responsi-
bility of their measures rests with the
Ministerial benches, and T trust that this
little incident will have a good and whole-
some effect upon the present Ministry,
and will lead them in the future to treat
more courteously any suggestions which
are offered from this side of the House,
so that there may be some inducement for
members sitting here to do what they can
to help the Government in carrying on
the business of the colony for the good of
all. Having said that, I cannot let pass
the opportunity afforded by this session
of Parliament without condemning in the
strongest terms that I can find fo con-
demn them, the utterances of the Premier
as delivered at Newcastle, in October last.
I find that the Premier of the colony on
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Tee PreEmier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
It is very stale that,

Mr. DeEHAMEL: It may be stale,
but this is what he said: “* Party Gov-
ernment in other places meant that
favours which the (overnment had to
bestow were given to those who supported
it, and this would be the effect sooner or
later here; and the electors should not
lose sight of this in choosing their mem-
bers for the new Parliament.”

Tee Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
The hon. member has quoted, but I deny
the accuracy of his quotation. I do not
think I am hound to sit here and be mis-
represented. I never said anything of
the sort with regard to the coming elec-
tion, or about giving favours to those who
supported the Government. I hope he
will take my assurance that I did not say
80.
Mr. R. F. SpoiL: Didn’t you take
your own reporter ?

Me. DEHAMEL: I am quoting from
the Daily News report. Whether the
report is right or wrong I cannot say, for
I was not present. I have only before
me the printed report, and these are the
exact words of the report. If is no mis-
representation of mine at all, but the
exact words as published in the Daily
News.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You went to get an accurate report of
what I did say, and the reporter said he
hadn't got it.

Mr. DEHAMEL: Whether these words
are literally and actually the words of the
Premier or not I cannot say, but I refer
for confirmation of them to the state-
went—the corrected statement—mwhich
appeared in the Wesl Australian, and
which embodies the same sentiments in
even a stronger form, though in other
words. I refer to that for confirmation
of the words I have quoted.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Point to some act, not words.

Mg. DEHAMEL: I never listened to
anything more pernicious, to anything
more untrue,

Mgr. R. F. SmoLL: Why, its been going
on for years.

Mr. DEHAMEL: I say I never listened
to a more pernicious doctrine than is con.
tained in these utterances of the Premier.
They are sentiments which every right-
minded man, whether a member of this
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House or one of the general public, must
emphatically condemn. T hoped at first
that I might attribute these utterances to
some “ irresponsible babbler,” but can we
speak of the Prewier of the colony as an
*irresponsible babbler” ?

Me. R. F. Sponr: Certainly.

Mr. DEHAMEL: I trow not; [ hope
not, The Premier has himself ven.
tured to refer to one member of this House
as an “irvesponsible babbler” — [TaEr
Premier: Hear, hear]—forgetting that
the “irresponsible babbler ” of to-day may
be the Minister of to-morrow. If we can-
not regard these words as the words of
an “ irresponsible babbler,” they must be
taken in all seriousness ; and if we want
confirmation of them I turn to the words
of the Attorney General on the same oc-
casion, who is reported in the same paper
as follows: * The Attorney Greneral spoke
neatly and with dry humour, saying the
inevitable effect of party Government
must be for supporters of the Ministry
to insist on getting the plums, leaving to
Opposition members only that peor kind
of Northern cake called ‘Dbrownie’—the
plums in it being very small.”

TeE ATTroRNEY GENERAL (Homn. 8.
Burt) : Quite right, too.

M=z. DeHAMEL: I am glad to hear
that the Attorney General at all events
does not attempt to go away from his
words. He admits that that was, and
that that is, the theory and the policy of
the present Government.

Tue ATTORNEY GENerRAL {(Hon. S.
Burt) : No, no! That is another matter
altogether.

Me. DEHAMEL: I say also that the
actions of Ministers generally have en-
dorsed this very policy which was given
vent to by the Premier at Newcastle.
We have witnessed one of the most un-
usual epectacles that I think were ever
witnessed in any part of the world, when
we have seen every agricultural show
dinger in the colony transformed into a
political arena by Ministers. I say it is
most unfair and most improper to make
use of these social gatherings for purely
party and political purposes.

Mr. Ricmarpson: It is never done
anywhere else, is it ¥

Mr. DeHAMEL: No. I say that
these gatherings were simply prostituted
to serve and benefit the Government of
the day to their own advantage.
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other part of the world, at agricultural
meetings and other social gatherings of
this kind, two things—politics and re-
ligion—are absolutely and entirely, and
rigourously excluded. It has been left to
us in Western Australia to see a new era
inaugurated.

Tax Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
It always has been done here,

M=z. DEHAMEL: Will members think
for & moment what this kind of thing
must portend 7 It must portend that the
presence of the Governor at all these
meetings must be abseolutely prohibited.
It will be impossible for the Governor of
the colony, filling the position that he
does, to attend any meeting where party
politics are going to be discussed as the
order of the day. It means that these
social gatherings, which are gatherings of
concord, must be turned into gatherings
of discord; and I certainly, for my pars,
reprobate any such action in the very
strongest terms possible. But the pre-
gent Gtovernment have not only used these
occasions for party purposes, and for
magnifying their power and their office,
they have also used the people’s money
for the same purpose. They have used
the people’'s money by having special
trains to take them down to these show
dinners in order to cadge votes for purely
political purposes.

Tae Prexier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
“Cadge ” is hardly Parliamentary, is it ?

Mr. DEHAMEL: This false system
was commenced at York, but when it was
introduced at York it was at a public
banquet given by the electors to their
member ; and at that banquet the discus-
sion of politics was perfectly right and
perfectly in order. If the thing had
ceased at York nothing could have been
said about it. But it went on at every
gathering. On every possible oceasion
the action of the Ministry has been the
same, to convert these bucolic social
gatherings into political gatherings; and
I say they showed the greatest want of
taste and the greatest breach of hospitality
in doing so. For my own part, I will use
every endeavour possible to prevent a re-
petition of conduct such as this on the
part of Ministers. With reference to the
mterjection of the hon. member for the
DeGrey, who asked isn't it done any-
where else, I may say that in England

In every | there is only one public banquet at which
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politics are always looked for, and that is
the Lord Mayor's dinner, on the Prince
of Wales’ birthday. From time im-
memorial, I believe, Her Majesty’s Minis-
ters have gone down to Guildhall on that
occasion, and that ocecasion only, to de-
clare their policy. It has become a cus-
tom, and it is looked for. That is the
only exception that I know when it is
permitted for social gatherings of this
character to be turned into a political
forum.

Mr. Simpsox : What about the other
colonies P

Tee Premier (Houn. Sir J. Forrest) :
It rests with the societies themselves.

Mr. R. F. 8morL : They won’t inter-
rupt & guest.

Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
They always look for it. They say they
like it. '

Me. DeEHAMEL: Here the Govera.
ment have not the excuse that they nvail
themselves of this opportunity for enun.
ciating their policy. As a matter of fact
they enunciate mo policy. If you read
their speeches they simply amount to
this: ** Put in the member you have got;
he is a capital fellow, and a supporter of
ours, and you cannot do better than put
him in again’” That is the sum and
substance of their utterances. As for
declaring a policy, they never said a word
that indicated what their policy was. In
that respect their speeches were as barren
as bairen could be.

Tex Commissioner oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): As barren as
your speech at Albany.

Mr. DEHAMEL: And why ? Because
they have absolutely and literally no pol-
icy of any kind or description to place
before the country, except that policy set
down in the Premier's Newcastle mani-
festo—“the spoils to the wvictors” I
trust, for my own part, that the country
will repudiate any such American doc-
trine as that, and T trust that every mem-
ber will do the same. I trust that mem-
bers will consider what we are sent to
this House for. Are we sent here simply
ag representatives of narrow parochialism ?
I say no. We are sent here to perform
two special duties. One is—and the main
one—to do our duty to our colony, our
duty to our country, irrespective of what
constituency we way by accident be re-
presenting. Weare also here, in o minor
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capacity, to sce that those things which
we consider rightly and properly due to
our constituencies are mot overlooked or
neglected. These are the objects for
which we are sent to this House; and I
do hope that members will not adopt—
I hope they will all repudiate —that fatal
and pernicions policy which was an-
nounced by the Premier at Newcastle.
‘We are now on the eve of a dissolution,
and I trust that during the approaching
Parliamentary struggle, a high moral
tone may prevail throughout the colony,
that no feeling of petty parochialism will
be displayed, that we shall have none of
that “sop” or Newcastle policy put be-
fore the people, and that the electors will
treat the whole question on the highly
moiral ground of returning men only who
will enter Parliament for the good of
their country, and not to serve the par-
ticnlar interests of the particular place
they may happen to represent. I hope
gincerely that even the hon. member for
the Williams, between this and the next
election, will change, and will remember
that there is something higher in life even
than making a little money out of in-
creased taxation placed upon the food
of the people.

Mr. SOLOMON: It is not my inten-
tion, on this oteasion, to say wmore than
very few words; in fact there is no ocea-
gion for it. The principal object which
the Government had in calling us to-
gether, I take it, was to facilitate the
holding of the elections, and to give those
who have been newly admitted to the
franchise an opportunity of exercising
the privilege conferred upon them. I
think the Government did perfectly right
in calling the Hounse together, under the
circumstances. With regard to the pros.
pects of the colony, referred to in the
Speech, no doubt our prospects are im-
proving, and, if everything is not as
satisfactory as we could wish, still we
have every reason to congratulate our.
selves upon the general outlook. There is
one subject, however, which I should like
to refer to, although it is too late now to
remedy it: I refer to the long period-of
exemption granted by the Government to
those engaged in gold-mining.  There
can be no doubt that the public are not
pleased with the action of the Grovern-
ment in this matter. I think, faking into
consideration the circumstances of the
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colony, and that every' penny spent by
these gold-diggers in the colony would
have been a real benefit to the colony—I
think the Government would have acted
more wisely if they had limited the period
of exemption to a few weeks, instead of
affording these men an opportunity of
going to the other colonies to spend their
money. I do not think there was any
necessity for this prolonged exemption,
more especially as we have been fortunate
enough to have had some rains on these
goldfields, which has emabled a great
many of the men to remain on the field.
I think the Government themselves must
now see that in this matter they com-
mitted somewhat of a mistake. Beyond
this, I see nothing in the Speech or the
actions of the Government to say much
about ; and with these few remarks I beg
to support the Address-in-Reply.

On the motion of Mr. R. F. SaoLy, the
debate was then adjourned until the fol-
lowing day.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at eight minutes
to 5 o'clack p.m.

Tegislatite Gouncil,
Thursday, 218t December, 1893.
Address-in-Reply: Presentation of —Suspension of
Standing Orders—Suspension of Sitting—Electoral

Bollg Bill: first rending: second reading—~Adjourn.
went.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G- Shen-
ton) took the chair at 2 o’clock.

Pravers.
ADDRESS-IN-REPICJ)Y—PRESENTATION
P,
At ten minutes past two o'clock, p.m,,

the Council adjourned to present the
Address-in-Reply to His Excelleney's

Speech.

[COUNCIL.]

FElectoral Rolls Bill.

The Council re-assembled at twenty
minutes past two o'clock.

The President resumed the chair, and
announced that the Address adopted by
the Council on the 20th instant had been
presented to His Excellency the Governor,
in accordance with the resolution of the
Council; and that His Excellency had
been pleused to express his thanks for
the sald Address, and for the assurance
of the Council of its desire to consider
and deal with all matters brought before
them.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDEERS.

Tar Hox. J. G. H. AMHERST, in ac-
cordance with notice, moved that during
the current session, so much of the Stand-
ing Orders be suspended as may be neces-
sary to pass any Bills through their differ-
ent stages.

Question—put and passed.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING.

At half-past two o’clock, the sitting of
the Council was suspended until five
o'clock p.m., when the President resumed
the chair.

ELECTORAL ROLLS BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assernbly, and was read a first
time.

BECOND READING.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) : Before the hon. member moves the
second reading of this Bill, T may say
that there is nothing, now that the Stand-
ing Orders have been suspended, to pre-
vent the Bill being passed through its
remaining stages at once; but I think
time should be given between each read-
ing, so that hon. members may have an
opportunity of looking through the Bill.

Tue How. J. G H. AMHERST: I
beg now to move that this Bill be read a
second- time. I may explain that the
reason the Bill is brought forward is
fully set forth in His Excellency's 8peech.
If hon. members will look at Part 1T,
Section 14 of the Act of 1893, they will
see that it cannot come into force until
after a dissolution of the Assembly, and
this means that the Electoral Rolls, which
I helieve have already, lo some extent,
been prepared, are ullra vires, unless some



